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ROBERT E. LEE

1807-1870

ULYSSES SIMPSON GRANT

1822-1885

I he two great rival generals in the American Civil
War were Robert E. Lee and Ulysses Simpson
Grant. Lee belonged to a very distinguished family. He
was the youngest son of Major-General Henry Lee, and
was born at Stratford, Virginia, on January 19, 1807.
In 1825, at the age of eighteen, he entered West Point
Military Academy, and after four years there he was
given a commission in the United States Engineer
Corps.

Grant, on the other hand, was the son of a farmer,
Jesse R. Grant, and he was born at Point Pleasant,
Ohio, on April 27, 1822. As a boy he helped his father
on the farm, but he wanted to be a soldier, so in 1839
he also entered West Point, and passed out four years
later with the rank of second-lieutenant.

Meanwhile, Lee had reached his captaincy, and when
war with Mexico broke out in 1846, both men took
part in the fighting. It was during this campaign that
the future antagonists became friends. Both served with
distinction, and when the war came to an end Lee had
risen to the rank of colonel and Grant to that of captain*

It was not until the Civil War, however, that Lee and
Grant became famous, and even then much time

141